Forsyth NURSE Scale©

Nursing’s Unique Rating Scale of Evidence

Quantitative Approach

Using numbers to measure
climcal vanables

F
< Clarifiers >

-
A Meta-analysis
B. Experimental Design
C. Quasi-Experimental
D. Non-Expennmental

b A

~

fWeIl-designnd studies:
Proper methods
Adequate sample size
Generalizability
Minimal bias

Sound analysis

- & & 8 8 @

\_ Consns.tcm results Y,

e ‘ N
Performance improvement
Incident reports
Program evaluation

% A

r 'l
Case study

Nurse expert opinion
Regulatory standards
Manufacturer recommend

Legal opinion

L vy

I11.

IV.

V.

Forsyth) mepicaL cenTer

Clinical
Question

Is the available
evidence quantitative
or qualitative?

MULTIPLE
WELL-DESIGNED
STUDIES

ONE
WELL-DESIGNED
STUDY

STUDIES WITH
SIGNIFICANT
LIMITATIONS

INTERNAL DATA

EARLY EVIDENCE

Qualitative Approach
Using data that 1s not
numerical to understand
phenomena

i A Meta-synthesis
B. Studies with ngorous
methods and
saturation

A

'/-Well-designed studies:
Appropriate sampling
Coding reliability
Saturation of themes
Auditability
Trustworthiness

*\

Opinion survey
Interviews

p
One patient’s voice
Narrative stories
Nurse intuition
Reflection

L




Definitions

Adequate sample size: To be determined by a statistical power analysis: influenced by many factors.

Appropriate sampling: In qualitative research, various sampling techmiques can be employed depending on the
research method. The sampling technique should match the research method.

Auditability: In qualitative research. the ability for another person to go back through data and draw the same
conclusions.

Bias: Influencing factors that negatively affect the outcomes of a research study and decrease validity.

Case study: One patient event {or other mncident) that 1s analyzed in-depth for key features and learings.

Coding reliability: In qualitative research, the degree to which identification of themes is consistently demonstrated by
the same researcher, or discrepancies between researchers are rectified.

Consistent results: The degree to which different research studies which address similar phenomenon have similar
OUtCOmes.

Early evidence: Information that has potential to guide practice but needs further validation.

Experimental design: An interventional research studv in which participants are randomized to a treatment or control
group to test the effect of the intervention. (Ex: randomized controlled trial)

Generalizability: The degree to which the results of a quantitative research study can be applied to a broader
population.

Incident report: Documentation of an unusual patient or employee event, often imnvolving a breech of policy, negative
event or ijury, or near-miss event. (accident report, QAR)

Internal data: Information that 1s generated within an orgamzation to describe 1ts performance/ cutcomes.
Interviews: Verbal questioning to obtain perceptions regarding one’s experience.

Legal opinion: A determunation of wrongdoing 1n a court of law based on one particular case.

Manufacturer recommendations: Information provided by a company regarding the use, maintenance, and
troubleshooting of equipment.

Meta-analysis: A method for synthesizing multiple quantitative research studies’ results info one summary statistic.
Meta-synthesis: A method for mterpreting multiple qualitative studies together.

Narrative stories: The sharing of meanmgful expeniences through written or oral methods.

Nonexperimental design: A research study that does not test an mtervention. (Ex: descriptive, comrelational)

Nurse expert opinion: The beliefs of nurses regarding patient situations for which they have particular expenience.
Nurse intuition: The gut feelings of expenienced nurses that may not be validated through clinical signs.

Opinion survey: Written questioning to obtain perceptions regarding one’s experience.

Patient’s voice: The beliefs and perceptions of a patient as expressed by the patient in lus/ her own words.
Performance improvement: A structured method for analyzing processes and implementing changes to improve
efficiency, quality. or cost.

Program evaluation: An assessment of the outcomes of a structured, purposeful activity designed to meet a particular
goal.

Proper methods: In quantitative research, the degree to which the procedures for gathering and analyzing data are
valid, free from bias, and ethical.

Qualitative research: The investigation of phenomena through observations, narratives, written text and’ or art using a
flexible research design.

Quantitative research: The investigation of phenomena through precise measurement using rigorous research
methods.

Quasi-experimental design: An interventional study in which subjects are not randomly assigned to treatment
condition. (Ex: case-control, cohort)

Reflection: The structured process for enitically evaluating an event or case for application to future situations.
Regulatory standards: Mimimal requirements wlhich organizations must meet to mamntamn certification, accreditation,
or some other valued approval rating.

Saturation of themes: In qualitative research, the degree to which the researcher 1s satisfied that further data will reveal
redundancy.

Sound analysis: In quantitative research, the degree to whach statistical procedures are appropnately used to deternune
significance.

Trustworthiness: The amount of confidence that qualitative researchers have that the data accurately reflects the
phenomenon under study, can be transferred to other settings or groups. 1s stable over time, and that interpretations are
objective



